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SMOKE DETECTOR REGULATION 


Under the provisions of Chapter 16A of the Revised Ordinances of 1965, Section 2(b), the Housing 
Inspection Department of the City of Boston adopts the following regulation. 


410.353 Smoke Detectors 


A. Definitions 
Automatic Fire Suppression System—as defined in Article 12 of the State Building Code. 


Type 1, Fireproof Construction—as defined in Section 215.0 of the State Building Code. 


Type 2, Noncombustible Construction—as defined in Section 216.0 of the State Building Code. 


Dwelling—every building or shelter including but not limited to rooming houses and temporary 
housing used or intended for human habitation. 


Dwelling Unit—the room or group of rooms within a dwelling, or any dwelling used or intended 
for use by one family or household for living, ‘sleeping, cooking and eating. 


Rooming House—every dwelling or part thereof which contains one or more rooming units in 
which space is sublet for compensation by the owner or operator to two or more persons not 
within the second degree of kindred to the person compensated. Boarding houses, hotels, inns, 
lodging homes, dormitories, and other similar dwelling places are included, except and to the 
extent that they are governed by stricter standards elsewhere created. 


Rooming Unit—the room or group of rooms let to an individual or household for use as living 
and sleeping quarters but not for cooking, whether or not common facilities for cooking are 
made available. 


Habitable Room—every room or enclosed floor space used or intended to be used for living, 
sleeping, cooking, or eating purposes, excluding rooms containing toilets, bathtubs, or showers 
and excluding laundries, pantries, foyers, communicating corridors, closets and storage spaces. 


Story—that portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and upper sur- 
face of the floor or roof next above. 


Separate Sleeping Area—the area or areas of the dwelling in which the bedrooms are located. 
Bedrooms separated by other use areas, such as kitchens or living rooms (but not bathrooms), 
shall be considered as separate sleeping areas for purposes of this regulation. 


Approved Smoke Detector—any smoke detector that meets the requirements of Underwriters 
Laboratories Standard 217 (UL 217). : 
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SMOKE DETECTOR REGULATION 


B. 


Requirement 


It shall be the responsibility of the owner of each existing dwelling and rooming house that con- 
tains five or less units, to install approved smoke detectors in each dwelling unit and rooming 
unit thereof, as hereinafter provided. It shall further be the responsibility of such owner to main- 
tain each approved smoke detector in good working order. 


C. Location 


In each dwelling unit and each rooming unit, at least one approved smoke detector shall be 
installed between each separate sleeping area and the rest of the unit, in accordance with manu- 
facturer’s specifications. 


In multi-story dwelling units and rooming units, not less than one approved smoke detector shall 
be provided on the highest habitable level and on each floor, story or level below, located on the 
ceiling near the base of, but not within, the stairway. NOTE: This section does not apply to 
attics or basements, unless they are normally used as living areas. 


. Compliance Date 


The provisions of this regulation shall be complied with by August 1, 1980, for all dwelling units 
and rooming units, unless any other provisions of City, County, State or Federal law shall re- 
quire installation before that date. EXCEPTION: Buildings that are certified by the Boston 
Building Department as being of either Type 1 or Type 2 Construction, or that contain an Auto- 
matic Fire Suppression System as approved by the Boston Building Department, shall be re- 
quired to be in compliance with this regulation by February 1, 1981. 


. Penalties 


Violators of the provisions of this regulation shall be subject to a fine of up to two hundred dol- 
lars for each offense. 


. Exemptions 


Dwellings that have been approved by the Boston Building Department under the provisions of 
Section 1216.3 of the State Building Code, shall be exempt from this regulation. 


J@HN A. VITAGLIANO, 
Commissioner. 


PLACEMENT OF SMOKE DETECTORS 


THIS SUGGESTED DIAGRAM OF INSTALLATION IS NOT PART OF THE 


ORDINANCE, BUT IS INCLUDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. 
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In homes with more than one sleeping area, a 
smoxe detector (indicated by cross) should be 
provided to protect each. 
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The first smoke detector (indicated by cross) 
should be located between the sleeping area and 
the rest of the house. 
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